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The small GTPases, Rab5 and Rac, are essential for endocytosis and actin remodeling, respectively. 
Coordination of these processes is critical to achieve spatial restriction of intracellular signaling, 
which is essential for a variety of polarized functions. Here, we show that clathrin- and Rab5-
mediated endocytosis are required for the activation of Rac induced by motogenic stimuli. Rac 
activation occurs on early endosomes, where the RacGEF Tiam1 is also recruited. Subsequent 
recycling of Rac to the plasma membrane ensures localized signaling, leading to the formation of 
actin-based migratory protrusions. Thus, membrane trafficking of Rac is required for the spatial 
resolution of Rac-dependent motogenic signals. We further demonstrate that a Rab5-to-Rac 
circuitry controls the morphology of motile mammalian tumor cells and primordial germinal cells 
during zebrafish development, suggesting that this circuitry is relevant for the regulation of 
migratory programs in various cells, in both in vitro settings and whole organisms. 
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